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HONORING ASHLEY GUTWEIN

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Ashley
Gutwein, for her work in my office and her
service to our state.

Ashley served as Senior Counsel for more
than a year in our Washington, D.C. office,
handling my judiciary, financial services, na-
tional security, intelligence, foreign affairs, and
armed services legislative portfolios. Before
that, she was part of our office in Indiana dur-
ing my first run for Congress. Ashley’s dedica-
tion to our team has been outstanding, and it's
been a pleasure getting to work with her over
the years.

On a personal note, Ashley is a positive
spirit, talented thinker and loyal friend, with a
smile that lights up any room. | am grateful for
her friendship and look forward to cheering
Ashley on as her career, no doubt, continues
to prosper.

———

HEZBOLLAH AND IRAN ARE
PREPARING FOR WAR ON ISRAEL

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the terrorist
group Hezbollah and their Iranian patrons are
preparing for war against our Israeli allies. We
know this because Israel discovered at least
two tunnels crossing into their territory from
Lebanon. These tunnels are not for smuggling
or any other purpose. They are for the sole
purpose of enabling terrorists to sneak into
Israel for attacks. This is just more evidence
that Hezbollah and Iran are committed to
Israel's destruction. We, as Israel’s strongest
allies, must act to prevent this.

For more than two decades Hezbollah and
Iran have been building an arsenal of weap-
ons tailored specifically for eradicating the
Jewish State. The attack tunnels recently un-
earthed are just the latest addition to this
growing arsenal. But like many of Hezbollah’s
weapons, these tunnels are not to challenge
Israel’s military but to kil its civilians. Despite
this fact, no Lebanese leaders have con-
demned these tunnels or called for their de-
struction. This is unacceptable.

One of the fundamental responsibilities of a
state is to live at peace with its neighbors.
Lebanon, however, allows terrorists to stock-
pile weapons and build attack tunnels in order
to wage war on its southern neighbor. If the
war that Hezbollah and Iran want comes, it will
be the Lebanese people who suffer. During
the last war, only twelve years ago, over a
thousand Lebanese civilians were killed in the
crossfire. Today, with Hezbollah building at-
tack tunnels and weapon stockpiles under
homes and civilian structures, it is inevitable
that this will happen again.

It is time that the international community
and Lebanese government act. For too long
they have bullied our friends in Israel while
terrorists like Hezbollah prepare to commit
mass murder. The warning signs are clear.
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These tunnels show that it is Hezbollah and
Iran who are the aggressors.
All who stay silent now must accept that the
blood will be on their hands when war erupts.
And that’s just the way it is.

————

UPON THE OCCASION OF THE RE-
TIREMENT OF LARRY PATTER-
SON, CITY MANAGER OF SAN
MATEO

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Larry Patterson as he departs his position of
City Manager after 18 years of stellar service
in that role and as Public Works Director for
the residents of San Mateo. His retirement has
been planned for a while, but this does not
make his departure any easier for those of us
who’ve known this man for decades.

Larry has a reputation for taking on the
toughest tasks of city governance. Thanks in
great part to his efforts, the city’s former race-
track, Bay Meadows, has been transformed
into a 21st century hub of high technology,
housing and transportation-related businesses.
Where ponies once trotted, Survey Monkeys
now play. While many councils and staff con-
tributed to this transformation, the roads, sew-
ers, water, and rail station placement were
heavily influenced by the expert vision of Larry
Patterson.

San Mateo has several areas that flood.
Larry was a champion of these residents
through many years of heavy rains or drought.
Every City Manager or Public Works Director
must also be cognizant of the federal Clean
Water Act and the responsibilities of the city
under that law. In alliance with Foster City,
Larry Patterson devoted countless hours to
the development and construction of a $1 bil-
lion + wastewater treatment plant improve-
ment project that will soon allow residents to
comply with federal law and to protect our en-
vironment for decades to come.

Some little boys really don’t grow up, and
Larry Patterson’s interest in transportation—in-
cluding trains and roads—illustrates that phe-
nomenon wonderfully. Under Larry’s steward-
ship, and in alliance with Caltrain, San Mateo
replaced four rail bridges including one that
had long given expensive haircuts to over-
sized trucks. During his tenure, the city began
planning for the impacts ofhigh speed rail and
brought the grade separation project at 25th
Avenue into construction. The intersection of
Highway 92 and ElI Camino Real was a pro-
verbial gleam in the eye of most San Mateo
leadership, but Larry Patterson pushed for-
ward over years and ultimately, in alliance with
his highly capable staff, created an inter-
change that replaced a confusing cloverleaf
with a safe intersection that efficiently serves
the entire county.

Larry is not all about roads, bridges and rail.
He’s also a man of the people. San Mateo’s
Spanish-speaking residents increasingly have
their voices heard in city hall because Larry
began a program, in alliance with the San
Mateo Adult School, to teach Spanish speak-
ers in the city about city government. | should
also note his service to the people of Half
Moon Bay while on the City Council during the

December 11, 2018

1990’s. It was an extraordinary time in that
city’s history. As a city manager Larry is, in ef-
fect, a “two-fer” for any city councilmember
because he’s walked in their shoes.

In the past year or so, Larry embarked upon
a special assignment, in part at my request.
He leads a countywide effort to create a flood
and sea level rise resilience district. This dis-
trict, once formed, will permit San Mateo
County to play in the big leagues by securing
Army Corps and other federal and state fund-
ing. San Mateo County is ground zero in Cali-
fornia for sea level rise. Larry waded into this
difficult discussion so that future generations
in San Mateo County would not have to wade
across incoming tides to get to their homes
and places of work.

Mr. Speaker, San Mateo has been well
served by Larry Patterson. He became City
Manager at a time when the economy was ac-
celerating, but he also worked as a senior
manager during the darkest days of this na-
tion’s recession. He navigated public chal-
lenges brilliantly during his years with the city
and has now earned a standing ovation for his
good humor and great accomplishments
across decades. He leaves behind a strong
team and a grateful city council and commu-
nity. He personifies the term public service.
We wish Larry Patterson well in the years
ahead. He is an outstanding leader, friend,
and American.

———

HONORING EMILY DANIELS
SPAULDING

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Emily Dan-
iels Spaulding, for her work in my office and
her service to our state.

Emily worked in my Indiana office for nearly
a year, serving as one of my most senior staff-
ers. Emily has an incredible work ethic and
was a tremendous asset to our organization.
She brought a wealth of experience and
knowledge to our team and was someone |
could rely on for on the ground political ad-
vice.

On a personal note, | admire Emily’s com-
mitment to her faith and family. Emily works
very hard and delivers great results. But, you
always have the sense that Emily’s priorities
are in the right order.

| want to thank Emily for her friendship and
her hard work in our office. | wish her and
Brian continued success in all that God has
planned for her family.

——

POSTMASTER FRAZIER B. BAKER
POST OFFICE

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 7230, a bill | sponsored to des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 226 West Main Street in
Lake City, South Carolina, as the “Postmaster
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